
  NEWS RELEASE    
For Immediate Release 

For information contact:  Shawnna Rhine, Community Outreach Coordinator/Public Information Officer 

Southern 7 Health Department & Head Start 

Office: 618-626-2355   Cell: 618-614-9223   Southern 7 Central Office: 618-634-2297   Email:  srhine@s7hd.org    

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

(11/19/25) Southern 7 Health Department Receives Delta Dental of Illinois Foundation Community Grant 

 

Southern 7 Health Department is proud to announce it is the recipient of a $20,000 Community Grant from the Delta 

Dental of Illinois Foundation. The funds will be used to expand oral health education and preventive services across the 

seven southernmost counties of Illinois, a region with critical shortages of dental providers, high poverty rates, and 

persistent barriers to oral health care. 

Delta Dental of Illinois Foundation's Community Grants Program provides funding to organizations that provide oral 

health care and/or education. With the help of its community grant recipients, the Foundation is able to improve access 

to care in all areas of the state.  

In 2025, Delta Dental of Illinois Foundation awarded over $270,000 to 29 nonprofit and community organizations, 

including Southern 7 Health Department, through its annual Community Grants Program. Each organization shares the 

Foundation’s mission of improving health and well-being throughout Illinois, especially for children.  

Southern 7 Health Department is a public health department that serves communities of the seven southernmost 

counties in Illinois focusing on disease prevention, promoting healthy lifestyles, ensuring access to healthcare services, 

and serves as the Head Start Grantee for the region.   
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Follow Southern 7 on Facebook, Instagram, X, YouTube, LinkedIn, Southern 7 Podcast, Southern 7 app, and at www.southern7.org 
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